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TORFIGN SFRVICE DESPATCH # 251 8 September 1952
PakisTaw

Another invitation to the Soviet Embassy was received by the
Ambassador, the Public Affairs Officer, the Cultural Officer, and
the Labor Reporting Officer, and their wives, This was for cock-
tails on September 1, All attended., The party was given by Charge
d'Affairs Dorofeev and Mrs. Dorof-ev, About 10C guests attended,
nrincioally members of the Diplomatic Corvns, but there were a dozen
Pakistanis present, among them business peonle,

The Publie Affairs Officer and the Cultural Officer each
encountered unusual anmproaches from Officers of the Soviet Tmbassy,
The statement of the latter follows:

The Cultural Affairs Officer renorted that X, R, Trushcovsky
(Information Officer) said h~ would like to attend some of the
programs at the U, S, Information Center, Mr. Tate told him that
he would always be welcome, but we did not ordinarily send out
individual invitations, Mr, Tate's revort continues!

Trushcovsky then said, "You are not a pure
American - are you?"

I renlied, "I don't know what you mean, All veople
born in the United States are American citizens,"

I reiterated, "Of course I am an American, but if
you mean I am an American Negro, that is true — that is
what you meant, isn't it?"

He then said, "You don't loock like Paul Robeson who
is a Negro,"

At that moment Mr. Y. Smirnov, an attache of their Embassy,
came un and stood beside Trushcovsky., I irmediatedly vointed To
Smirnov and said that he didn't look like Smirnov but I presumed
that they were both Rursians, I then asked whether he knew Paul
Robeson and he said no, but he had heard him sing, I told them
both that I knew Robeson, in fact he lived in New Jersey just a
few miles from my home during the time he was growing un and making
a name for himself, and that I had graduated from the same Univ-
crsity, Rutgers, that Robeson had., I asked them then if they
had heard Marion Anderson, another great American Singer,
Trushcovsky admitted he had heard some of her records, He then
commented on the Negro snirituals and that they vortrayed the
suffering of the Negro peovle, I pointed out that spiritusls
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originated during the days of slavery which no longer exists in

the United States. Ther Trushcovsky said, "Your peovnle are not
treated the same as other Americans and are discriminated against,"
T said it is true that in some people their prejudices are directed
asainst the Negro, but that it did not reflect the majority opinion
or what is mnre important, the attitude of the United States
government, I sald both Mrs, Tate and I had had every omportunity
to live as Americans, enjoying the advantages of education and gain-
gul. emoloyment,

Toward the end of the party, the Public Affairs OffTicer fell
into conversation with M, M, Volkov, Zecond Secretary, whose
duties are believed to be roughly vparallel to those of the United
States PAO, Volkov arnarently had been teking vodka and whiskey,
and was ouite voluble, along these lines:

"T met the brave American soldiers at the Elbe, and what a
rejoicing there was. It was a great victory, and we traded bottles
as we celebrated,,,But something harmened. We are not close
together any more and we should be...{(In reply to some comment, )
you do not invite any of us but the Ambassador to your funcetions,
‘Ja are diplomats and ought to try to understand our countries,.."
hen I said that I would make certain that he was invited to our
next party, he squeezed my arm and sald he would come,

Talk shifted to motion pictures, and he mentioned "Meeting
on the ¥lbe", He asid, "I imagine you did not like that", 1T said
T thought the picture was unfair to the American Army, and he took
vofuge in a statement such as the film was intended for commerclal
market rather than to record history, When I said goodbye, he
urged again that we do more to reconcile the views of the peoples
of our countries,

Ray %, Lee
PUBLIC AFFATIRS OFFICTR
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